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Emerfield, and by ways and towns I can give but
small account of, having a boor for our guide, whom
we could hardly understand, I arrived at Leipsic on
the 17th of May.

We found the elector intense upon the strength-
ening of his army, but the people, in the greatest
terror imaginable, every day expecting Tilly with
the German army, who, by his cruelty at Magde-
burgh, was become so dreadful to the protestants
that they expected no mercy wherever he came.

The emperor's power was made so formidable to
all the protestants, particularly since the diet at
Ratisbon left them in a worse case than it found
them, that they had not only formed the conclusions
of Leipsic, which all men looked on as the effect of
desperation rather than any probable means of their
deliverance, but had privately implored the protec-
tion and assistance of foreign powers, and particu-
larly the king of Sweden, from whom they had
promises of a speedy and powerful assistance. And
truly if the Swede had not with a very strong hand
rescued them, all their conclusions at Leipsic had
served to hasten their ruin. I remember very well,
when I was in the imperial army, they discoursed
with such contempt of the forces of the protestants,
that not only the imperialists, but the protestants
themselves gave them up as lost; the emperor had
no less than two hundred thousand men in several
armies on foot, who most of them were on the back
of the protestants in every corner. If Tilly did but
write a threatening letter to any city or prince of
the union, they presently submitted, renounced the
conclusions of Leipsic, and received imperial gar-
risons, as the cities of Ulm and Memingen, the
duchy of Wirtemburgh, and several others, and al-
most all Suaben.

Only the duke of Saxony and the landgrave of